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Set facing the Hazard
Ranges, Tasmanian
resort Saffire offers

a holistic experience
drawing on the natural
beauty of its surrounds.
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The "operational geal” of Saffire is to
craate lifelong memories for people.
This immediately raises the stakes
- no claims here about being “the
best” or "the most." it's more about
depth of experience, There is a
homely quality. which 1s something
the staff strive to deliver through
their natural smiles and attantion

te detail, committing to memary
things you mention in passing and
delivering back surprising gifts
throughout your stay.

Tnis is a place very much

about location, Archutact Circa
NMarnis-Nunn Walker's contemporary
scheme takes inspiration from the
coastal setting, opening sightlines
toward Coles Bay and the Hazards,
while the interior design by Chada
was inspired by the natural
surrounds in the selection of

materials anc colour palete,
These mountains are icons of the
east coast of Tasmania that shroud
the renowned Wine Glass Bay just
an hour walk on the other side.
The main building capitalizes on
expansive views from all spaces,
as does the entrance pier that
projects the newly arrived guest
to the highest vantage point. This
theme continues in the suites,
detached from the main building
with large celery top pine box
windows framing the vista.

Custem rugs that reference the local
flora and fauna appear throughout
the suites and the main building,
known as “The Sanctuary” While the
twenty suites have an international
luxury feel, they are imbued with
cbjects, books, matenals and
finishes that sat them anart.

Sandblasted grey anc red marble
and lasmanian timbers — maimnly
Huazn pine and celery top pine

= abound n the interiors and
architecture. Thus, comoined with
tre eclectizism of small functional
and decorative design features,
lends the warmth ard comfort of a
coastal shack

Lightis definitely a key feature of
tne experience of both the intenor
and exterior of Saftre. David Becker,
directar of Foint of View, charged
with the tas« of lighting the interior
ana the complex curves and glass
walls of the exteror, aimed to use as
little bght as possible and to focus
on the guests’ abiliny to see the view.
Another concern was reducing the
exiernal lignt impact of the burlding,
“preserving the darkness of the
environment as mach as possible”
This 1s sensitively acheved through
gractically invisible caiing lighting
as weli as floor and pandant lamps
with zero spill.

As lwrite Lhis there's a vade rainbow
stung low acrass the Harards clearly
visible “rom the lounge and library
areas that are fillad with luxury
design classics from Walter Kroll,
Fames ana Artifort. Mixed in with
this are solid Huon pine coffee
tableg propped on .arge root and
buri sections anc 2.5-foot huigh and
wice Huon pine stumps also
doublirg as coffee tables.

The two-tiered dining room is one
of my favaurite spaces, elegant

and restrained. Leather upholsterad
pedestal Turtle chairs by Walter
Knoll offer comtert and allow the
diner a great vantage of the rest of
the restaurant, especially from the
top level. The feature suspended
lights on the upper dining level
were cemmissionad from Hobart -
based designer Judith Abell. The
downward form of the lights mimics
the contours of the Hazards, the
perspex rods sparkle, transmitting
a fluorescent white light without
dominating the tables below.
Upstairs on the entry level there s
a library lounge that, at night, is
dominated by reflections from the
large expanse of glass.

When you go to Saffire, book a spa
treatment, l recommend the hot
stone massage Sourced from a
disused quarry, the 375-million-year
cld pink granite stones have been
carved and polished by a stone
smuth I'm told that this same stone
paves the way at the Empire State
Building, It 1s beautiful, local and
teels like comirg home. A
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